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1. The Amendment filed on 01/18/2006 has been entered. Claims 1-29 are 
pending in this Office action. 

2. Claims have been renumbered as shown below, respectively: 

claim 13 renumbered as claim 6; 
claims 6-11 renumbered as claims 7-12; 
claim 12 renumbered as claim 13. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments, see pages 13-15 of Applicants' Remarks, filed on 
01/18/2006, with respect to claims 1-11,13-15 and 22-28 have been fully considered 
and are persuasive. The rejection of claims 1-11, 13-15 and 22-28 has been withdrawn, 

4. The objection of claims 4-5 and 13 has been withdrawn after Applicants 
amended claims to correct the informalities. 

Reasons for Allowance 



The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
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5. Regarding claim 1 , claim 1 is allowable over prior art of record. Applicants 
correctly point out in the Remarks that Hase et al. (US 5,636,254) does not teach the 
claimed limitations " a control unit for generating an adjustment control signal responsive 
to the first output signal and the master output signat \ 

6. Regarding claim 6, claim 6 is allowable over prior art of record. Applicants 
correctly point out in the Remarks that Hase et al. (US 5,636,254) does not teach the 
claimed limitations " a control unit for receiving an output signal of the master variable 
delay unit and the first output signal to generate the adjustment control signar . 

7. Regarding claim 12, claim 12 is allowable over prior art of record because the 
cited reference, Hase et al. (US 5,636,254), does not teach or suggest a signal 
transmission circuit as set forth in the claimed application, 

8. Regarding claim 14, claim 14 is allowable over prior art of record. Applicants 
correctly point out in the Remarks that Hase et al. (US 5,636,254) does not teach the 
claimed limitations " a controlling unit for comparing the first output signal and the first 
temporary signal to generate an adjustment control signer and furthermore '' wherein the 
adiustment control signal has a voltage level proportional to the phase difference 
according to a first proportionality constant and " the internal phase delay has a 
magnitude proportional to the voltage level of the adiustment control signal according to 
a second proportionality constant . 
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9. Regarding claim 16, claim 16 is allowed over prior art of record since the cited 
references (Hase et al. US 5,636,254), taken individually or in combination, do not teach 
a signal transmission circuit comprising '' wherein the controlling unit comprises: a 
plurality of delay elements, each of which delays the first temporary signal by a 
predetermined delay time and outputs a delayed output signal: phase detectors 
corresponding the plurality of delay elements, each of the phase detectors for outputting 
phase comparison signals by comparing the phase of one signal of the output signals of 
the delay elements with the phase of the first signal transmission path and an encoder 
forreceiying each of the phase comparison signals output from the phase detectors and 
generating the control code \ 

10. Regarding claim 17, claim is allowed over prior art of record since the cited 
references (Hase et al. US 5,636,254), taken individually or in combination, do not 
disclose a data latch circuit as set forth in the application claim. 

1 1 . Regarding claim 22, claim is allowed over prior art of record since the cited 
references (Hase et al. US 5,636,254), taken individually or in combination, do not 
disclose a signal transmission method comprising the steps of " generating a control 
signal corresponding to the phase difference obtained by comparing the phase of an 
output signal of the first signal transmission path with the phase of an output signal of 
the master yariable delay unit and '' controlling the delay time of the master yariable 
delay unit by applying the control signal to the master variable delay unit and 
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" controlling the delay time of the slave variable delay unit to be identical with the delay 
time of the master variable delay unit by aoDlyina the control signal to the slave variable 
delay unif , 

12. Regarding claim 23, claim is allowed over prior art of record since the cited 
references (Hase et al. US 5,636,254), taken individually or in combination, do not 
disclose " a master delay unit for generating a master delay signal responsive to the first 
temporal signer and " a control unit for generating the adjustment control signal 
responsive to the first temporary signal and the first output signaf \ 

13. Regarding claim 25, claim is allowed over prior art of record since the cited 
references (Hase et al. US 5,636,254), taken individually or in combination, do not 
disclose " a controlling unit comprising a master variable delay unit for receiving the first 
temporary signal and an adjustment control signaf and " a control unit for comparing the 
output signal of the master variable delay unit and the first output signal, and generating 
the adjustment control signaf . 

14. Regarding claim 26, claim is allowed over prior art of record since the cited 
references (Hase et al. US 5,636,254), taken individually or in combination, do not 
disclose " a master variable delay unit to generate a master output signal responsive to a 
control signal and the clock signal delayed by the first delay time " and " a control to 
generate the control signal responsive to the phase sionaf . 
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15. Regarding claim 27, claim is allowed over prior art of record since the cited 
references (Hase et al. US 5,636,254), taken individually or in combination, do not 
disclose " a controllinQ unit comprisina a master variable delay unit for receiving the 
clock temporary signal and an adiustment control sipnaL and a control unit for 
comparing the output signal of the master variable delay unit and the clock output 
signaL and generating the adiustment control signer and " a slave variable delay unit for 
receiving the adiustment control signal to adiust an internal delay time thereof, and for 
receiving the data temporary signal for outputting a data output signal which is delayed 
by the internal delay time from the data temporary signaf \ 

16. Regarding claim 28, claim is allowed over prior art of record since the cited 
references (Hase et al. US 5,636,254), taken individually or in combination, do not 
disclose a signal transmission circuit as set forth in the application claim. 

17. Regarding claim 29, claim is allowed over prior art of record since the cited 
references, taken individually or in combination, do not disclose a signal transmission 
circuit comprising a controlling unit and a second digital code controlled variable delay 
unit as set forth in the application claim. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
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accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



18. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Khanh Iran whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3007. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 08:00 AM - 
05:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jay Patel can be reached on 571-272-2988. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Conclusion 



KCT 






